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Byzantine Surveys in and Around Alanya in 2004
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Antalya ili ve ilcelerinde Bizans Arastirmalari yiizey
arastirmasinin 2004 yil arazi ¢alismasi, 12.09.2004 -
21.09.2004 tarihleri arasinda yapilmistir. Antalya’nin
Alanya, Giindogmus ve Gazipasa ilceleri’ne bagh koy-
lerde ve beldelerde surdirilen calismalarda 19 yerle-
simde incelemelerde bulunulmustur. 2003 yilinda Kul-
tir ve Turizm Bakanhgi’'nin izniyle, Alanya Arkeoloji
Miizesi'nde Bizans tas yapitlari izerine calismalarimiz,
bizi Alanya ve cevresindeki Bizans yerlesim ve yapilari-
na yonlendirmis, Miize'deki zengin tas buluntularin
kullanim yerlerini arastirmaya neden olmustur. 1998
yilindan bu yana Antalya ve ilcelerinde, yogun olarak
Likya'da stirdirdigtimtiz ytizey arastirmalari, 2004 yilin-
dan itibaren Antalya’nin dogusunda kalan ilcelerde, 6zel-
likle Alanya ve cevresinde siirdiiriilmeye devam edilmis-
tir. Amacimiz Akdeniz kiyisindaki Bizans yerlesim ve
yapilari ile mimari bezemelerinin degerlendirilmesidir.

Bu yil 6ncelikle Alanya olmak tzere Gindogmus ve
Gazipasa llceleri'nde toplam 19 yerlesimde inceleme
yapilarak Bizans yerlesimlerinde kilise ve sapellerin yani
sira kale, garnizon gibi askeri yapilar ile hamam, zeytin
isligi, sarnic vd. sivil islevdeki yapilar saptanmistir.

2004 yili calisma programi, Alanya ve cevresinde kazi
yapilmayan Bizans yerlesim ve yapilarinin saptanmasini,
ontmiuzdeki yillarda ise belirlenen yapilarda kapsam-
[i calisilarak belgelenmesini hedef almistir. Alanya’nin
batisinda, Turkler Beldesi’'nde, kiyi yol seridinin kena-
rinda yer alan yapi kompleksi, doguda apsis duvari ile
naosun giiney duvarinin kismen ayakta oldugu bir kilise
ile kuzeyinde, batiya ve kuzeye dogru devam eden
duvar kalintilari icermektedir. Kilisenin cevresindeki
mekanlara iliskin bu duvarlar, olasilikla burada bir
manastirin varligina isaret eder. Kilisenin gtiney duvari-
nin almasik teknigi ile ytizeyde gorilen seramik bulun-
tular Erken Bizans ozellikleri tagimaktadir. Kilisenin
naosunun ortasinda agilmis buytk bir cukur, kacak kazi
yapildigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Alanya ile Turkler arasinda Konakli Beldesi’nde karayo-
lunun kiyr tarafinda kalan ti¢ tepeden ortadakinin tst
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The Byzantine surveys in the province and townships of
Antalya were conducted from the 12" to 215 of Septem-
ber in 2004. 19 settlements in Alanya, Giindogmus and
Gazipasa townships, their districts and villages were
surveyed. Our study on the Byzantine materials at the
Alanya Museum in 2003 with the permission issued by
the ministry of Culture and Tourism led us to survey the
Byzantine sites and structures in and around Alanya and
the provenance of the rich materials at the Museum.
Our surveys in the province of Antalya had covered
mainly the Lycian area; however, from 2004, we began
surveying the townships to the east of Antalya city cen-
tre and particularly in the township of Alanya. Our aim
is to evaluate the Byzantine settlements, structures and
architectural decoration along the Mediterranean coast.

We have noted and identified military structures such as
castles and watchtowers, civic structures such as bath-
houses, olive presses, cisterns etc as well as churches
and chapels during this year’s surveys at 19 settlements,
mainly by Alanya and in the Gtindogmus and Gazipasa
townships.

The 2004 schedule foresaw the identification of the
unexcavated Byzantine settlements and structures in
and around Alanya; and the documentation of the iden-
tified sites is foreseen in the future. A complex by the
coastal road in Tiirkler district to the west of Alanya
comprises a church, only the apse and south wall of
which remain standing, and wall remains to its north
extending to the north and west. Such walls around the
church suggest the possible presence of a monastery.
The masonry of alternating rows of brick and stone, and
the potshards on the surface display Early Byzantine fea-
tures. A large pit in the middle of the naos is evidence
of recent illegal excavations.

In the Konakli district, between Alanya and Tirkler, on
the top and slopes of the middle of the three hills on the
coastal side of the road there are square/ quadrangular
structures and an olive press, evidence of a settlement
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diizleminde ve yamacinda, kare/dortgen planh yapilar
ile bir zeytin isligi buradaki bir yerlesimin verileridir.
Ginumize gelen duvarlarin malzeme teknigi ile ylizey-
deki seramik buluntular, Bizans nitelikleri tagimaktadir.

Antalya’ya dogru devam eden kiyi yol seridinde, Avsal-
lar Mevkii'ni gectikten sonra yer alan Tolhan (Yesilkoy)
Beldesi’nde bir hamamin duvar kalintilari, karayolunu
genisletme calismalari sirasinda kepce ile tahrip edil-
mis, duruma Mize Mudurligiince midahale edilerek
yolun yonu degistirilmistir. Hamamin olasilikla calda-
rium bolumiine ait Gg cephesi buyik nislerle genisletil-
mis mekan, kubbe ve tonoz 6rtu elemanlari ile timayle
ayaktadir. Bu mekana bitisik, tepidarium ve frigidarium
boltmleri duvar kalintisi olarak gtiniimiize gelebilmistir.
Hamamin icinde ve cevresinde kiinkler ve seramik
buluntular, tarihlendirme verileri olarak 6nem tasimak-
tadir.

Konakli'nin kuzeydogusundaki Elikesik Koyi’nde bir kili-
se ile batisinda kare planli bir yapr saptanmistir. Kilise-
nin yalniz apsis duvari ayakta olup, naos duvarlari yok-
tur. Batidaki kare planli yapi ise kesme tas dolgu duvar
tekniginde, yer yer kirik tugla kullanilarak insa edilmis-
tir. Duvar kalinligi yaklagik T m. olan yapinin, cevreye
hakim konumu, boyutlari ve plani, gozetleme kulesi
amaciyla kullanildigini diistindiiriir. Ote yandan apsisin
arkasinda, kuzeydogudan doguya dogru uzanan bir
duvar, olasilikla antik doneme aittir. Apsisin dogusunda
farkh kottaki dikdortgen planli yapi ise kule ile benzer
teknikte duvarlar icerir.

Konakli-Toslak’tan kuzeye dogru ayrilan yol tizerinde
yer alan Akkale olarak adlandirilmis yapi, dortgen plan-
lidir. Duvarlari kayrak tasi ile orilmis, koselerde kesme
taslarla gticlendirilmistir. Akkale ile ayni eksen tzerin-
de, birbirine uzakliklari kus ucumu birer kilometre olan
iki yapr yer almaktadir. Dortgen planli, kiictik boyutlu
bu yapilar birlikte degerlendirildiginde, tic yani daghk
genis vadinin kontroli icin yapilmis gozetleme ya da
yol tizerinde konaklama yapilari olabilir.

Alanya’nin kuzeyindeki Giindogmus ilcesi’'nde, Giizel-
bag Koyi'nin dogusunda yer alan Kalybrassos antik
kenti, tepe tzerine kurulmustur. Yamacta kayaya oyma
bir mezar, aslan bezemeli levha ile kartal figtrli cephe
dizeni ve basamakli girisi nedeniyle kilt alani olarak
nitelenebilir. Tepeye c¢ikan merdivenler, dogal kayalar
bicimlendirilerek olusturulmustur. Tepede farkh diizlem-
de yer alan iki anitsal tapinak bolgenin Roma Dénemi’
ne 1sik tutar. Alttaki tapinaga iniste buldugumuz, kabart-
ma madalyon icinde hag¢ motifi bezemeli kirik parga, bir
vaftiz teknesine aittir (Res. 1). Tepenin en ust noktasin-
daki birbirine bitisik mekanlarin 6zensiz duvar kalin-
tilari, burada Bizans yerlesimi oldugunu dastndurar.
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here and the materials and techniques of the extant
walls and the potshards on the surface show Byzantine
characteristics.

Following the coastal road towards Antalya, at the
Tolhan (Yesilkoy) district, past the Avsallar area are the
extant walls of a bathhouse, which were damaged
during road construction and the Museum directorate
then caused the course of this road to be altered. Three
facades, possibly of the caldarium of a bath house are
provided with large niches and it is in a good state of
preservation, standing with its dome and vaulting. Ad-
joining this hall, are wall remains belonging to the tepi-
darium and the frigidarium. The pipes and potshards
inside and around the baths provide important evidence
for dating the structure.

A church and a square-plan structure to its west were
noted at Elikesik village to the northeast of Konakl:.
Only the apse wall of the church remains standing. The
square shaped structure to the west was built with rub-
ble walls including with dressed stones, with brick
pieces here and there. The structure has walls approxi-
mately 1 m thick, and with its dominating position,
dimensions and layout, its function as a watchtower is
probable. Behind the apse of the church is a wall ex-
tending from the northeast to the east, possibly dating to
antiquity. The rectangular structure at a different eleva-
tion, to the east of the apse, also has walls constructed
in a similar fashion to that of the tower.

The structure called Akkale is situated on the way north
from Konakli-Toslak. It is a quadrangular structure built
from slate stone and reinforced by cut stones at the
corners. On the same axis as Akkale are two further
structures, in a straight line 1 km from each other. When
these quadrangular and small sized structures are
together taken into consideration, it can be suggested
that they were built to watch over the wide valley sur-
rounded by mountains on three sides and/or to provide
secure overnight facilities en route.

In the township of Giindogmus, the ancient city of
Kalybrassos is situated on a hill to the east of Glizelbag
village. A rock-cut tomb on the slope can be considered
a cult site from the relief with a lion, a facade arrange-
ment with a figure of an eagle and a stepped entrance-
way. The steps leading up the hill are carved from the
bedrock. Two monumental temples situated on different
levels on the top of the hill shed light on the Roman
Period in the region. Descending to the lower temple,
we discovered a broken piece of stone, decorated with
a cross motif inside a medallion in relief being a part
from a baptismal font (Fig. 1). The low quality wall
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Res. 1 Kalybrassos-vaftiz teknesi / Fig. 1 Kalybrassos, piece of

the baptismal font.

Olasilikla antik kent, Bizans Donemi’nde kimi ek yapi-
larla kullanimini stirdGrmistar.

Kizilcasehir Kale, Alanya’nin Oba Beldesi’'nde, Kizilca-
sehir Koyl’'nde yer alir. Tepenin st diizleminde, Akde-
niz’i ve Alanya’yi genis goris acisi ile goren Kale, dis ve
i¢ surlardan olusmaktadir (Res. 2). Surlarda kesme tas,
dolgu duvar teknigi, tugla-kiremit kullanimi ile Bizans
kalesi olarak niteledigimiz Kizilcasehir’de iki sur arasin-
da ve ic Kale’de dortgen planli mekanlar ile i¢ Kale'de
bir sapel belirlenmistir. Sapelin dogusu (g apsisli, kuzey
ve giiney duvarlari nislerle genisletilmistir. Ortiisii
yikilmis olan yapida duvar resimlerine iliskin kalintilar
dikkati ceker.

Obakoy’tun kuzeybatisinda Ciplakli-Aksaray Mevkii’'n-
deki Orman Deposu’nda bir yapi kalintisi ve zeytin isligi
ile tek mekanli, dogusu apsisli, tizeri tonoz ortilu bir
sapel yer alir. Sapelin igte tim duvarlari ve tonoz ortist
duvar resimleri ile bezenmistir.

Alanya-Gazipasa yolunda, Mahmutlar Beldesi’'nde
Gozukicik Koyt nin kuzey batisindaki tepede yer alan
Laertes antik kenti, Hellenistik ve Roma surlari ile kent
icinde hamam, odeon gibi kimi antik yapilar barindir-
maktadir. Surlarda yer yer Bizans duvar o6rgisi, kentin
Bizans Doénemi’nde kullanimina iliskin verilerdir.

Antik kaynaklarda Laertes’in liman kenti olarak belirti-
len Naula, Mahmutlar Beldesi’nde, kiy1 yolunun kenarin-
daki yazhk evlerin arkasinda yer alir. Kent, gtinimizde
muz bahcelerinin icinde kalmistir. Kentin ¢evresi surlar-
la cevrilmis olup, surlar tGzerinde iki katl kule benzeri,
kare planli yapilar yer alir. Surlarda kayrak tas ile kire-
mit orgti goralir.
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Res. 2 Kizilcasehir Kale / Fig. 2 Kizilcasehir Kale (the Fort).

remains belonging to the adjoining structures on the
summit of the hill suggest the presence here of a Byzan-
tine settlement. Possibly the ancient city continued to be
inhabited in the Byzantine Period with some additions
made to the antique buildings.

The Kizilcasehir Kale is found in the village of Kizilca-
sehir in the Oba district of Alanya. The fortress on top of
the hill comprises outer and inner walls and it has a
wide angle view encompassing the Mediterranean and
Alanya (Fig. 2). Cut stones, rubble, bricks and tiles are
employed in the walls and we identified this structure as
a Byzantine fortress. There exist quadrangular structures
between the inner and outer walls and inside the inner
fort as well as a chapel within the inner fort. The chapel
has three apses and its south and north walls were artic-
ulated with niches. The superstructure has not survived
but traces of wall paintings are discernible.

To the northwest of Obakoy is the Forestry storage area
in the Ciplakli-Aksaray area and within this forestry stor-
age area are the remains of a structure, an olive press
and a single nave chapel covered by a vault and termi-
nating in an apse in its east end. The entire walls and
vault of this chapel are decorated with paintings.

The ancient city of Laertes is located on a hill to the
northwest of Goziikiigiik village in Mahmutlar district
on the Alanya-Gazipasa road. The ruins include Helle-
nistic and Roman city walls and some ancient structures
such as baths and an odeon within the city. Byzantine
masonry observed at places in the city walls is evidence
for the Byzantine use of this city.

Naula, mentioned as the port of Laertes in the ancient
sources, lies concealed behind the summer resort hous-
es by the coastal road in Mahmutlar district and,
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Res. 3 Naula-D Kilisesi / Fig. 3 Naula, Church D

Kent icinde belirledigimiz dort kilise anitsal boyutlari ile
dikkati geker. A Kilisesi’nin apsisi gtinimiize gelebilmis,
apsiste duvar resimlerine iliskin kalintilar belirlenmistir.

B Kilisesi’nin apsisi ile naosun kuzey ve giliney duvarlari
glinimuze gelmistir. Yapi, yaklasik 20 m. uzunlugu ile
anitsal boyutludur. Duvarlari sivali ve yer yer duvar
resimleri izlenebilmektedir. Apsisin giineydogu duvarin-
da bir nis, olasilikla prothesis olarak kullanilmis olmali-
dir. Naosun batisinda ise eksende olmayan, iki katl pen-
cereli bir yapi yer alir.

C Kilisesi, ginimuzde yerlesimin icinde kalmis bir koy
evinin bahcesindedir. Yalniz apsisi ayaktadir. Kiliseye
iliskin baska veri yoktur.

D Kilisesi, bir kdy evinin arka bahgesinde, muzluklarin
baslangicindadir. Yapinin apsisi ile naosun kuzey duva-
rinin bir bolimi giinimize gelebilmistir (Res. 3). Apsis-
te ikiz pencere agikhgi vardir. Kilisenin bugtin toprakla
dolmus zeminindeki tesserae, 6zgtin mozaik désemenin
varligina iliskin bir veridir.

Kilise ile sur duvarlarinin malzeme ve teknikleri, ilk
gozlemlerimizde cagdas olduklari izlenimi vermektedir.
Varligini kaynaklardan bildigimiz besinci kilise ise 6ni-
muzdeki yil belirlenecektir.

Alanya-Gazipasa karayolunda yer alan iotape antik ken-
ti, iki ilcenin sinirindaki bir tepenin, yamacindan deniz
kiyisina kadar inen eteklerinde kurulmustur. Giinimtiz-
de karayolu kentin ortasindan ge¢cmektedir. Kentin kiyi-
da kalan bolimiinde dogu-bati yoniinde uzanan tek
nefli, dogusu apsisli bir kilise ile ayni yonlerde yapilmis
tek mekanli, dogusu apsisli bir sapel kentin Bizans
Donemi’ne iliskin yapilardir. Kentte dinsel yapilarin
disinda sivil islevli Bizans yapilarinin varhigi da belirlen-
mistir.
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Res. 4 Halil Limani Kilise / Fig. 4 The Church at the Halil Limani

surrounded by banana plantations, the site has two-sto-
ried tower-like structures rising upon the fortifications.
The city walls were built from slate stone and brick
masonry. Four churches identified within the city are
noteworthy for their monumental size.

Church A, all that remains is its apse wall, which carries
traces of wall paintings.

Church B, its apse, south and north walls remain still
standing. This monumental structure has a length of
approximately 20 m and the walls are plastered and
traces of wall paintings are discernible in places. A
niche in the southeast wall of the apse should have been
used as a prothesis. To the west of the naos and off
the axis of this church is a two-storied building with
windows.

Church C is located today within the garden of a village
house. Only its apse is standing and there is no other
evidence regarding this structure.

Church D is located in the back yard of a village house,
by the start of the banana plantation. Only its apse and
part of the north wall remain (Fig. 3) and the apse has a
twin window. Tesserae on the ground suggest the pres-
ence of an original mosaic floor, concealed beneath the
earth filling.

Our first observations and impressions based on the
materials and masonry techniques are that the church
and the city walls were constructed at the same time.
The fifth church, whose existence is known from the
sources, should be identified next year.

The ancient city of lotape is situated on a hill on the
Alanya-Gazipasa road, on the border between these
two townships. The site extends from the slopes of the
hill down the slope towards the sea and the modern
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Alanya-Gazipasa yolu tizerinde iotape kentini gectikten
sonra Halil Limani Mevkii’'nde karayolunun tst yaninda
bir kilise, alt yaninda ise tonozlu bir mezar yapisi yer
alir. Kilise, dogusu icte ve dista yarim daire bigimli
apsisli, bazilikal planhdir (Res. 4). Apsisin yani sira yapi-
nin kuzey duvari giiniimize gelmistir. Apsisin ortliye
gecis seviyesinde bir yazit yer alir. Karemsi plandaki
mezarin islevine ve donemine iliskin veriler éniimiiz-
deki sezonda arastirilacaktir.

Alanya-Gazipasa yolunda Bickici Cayi’nin denize dokdil-
digi kiyidaki burunda yer alan Bickicr (Baliker) Kule, iki
katli, tonozlu bir yapidir. Denizi ve giinimuz karayolu-
nu gorus acisina alan kulenin gozetleme-kontrol amacl
kullanildigi diistintilebilir. Kulenin arkasindaki tepe tize-
rinde ise Bickici Manastir adiyla bilinen Bizans yerlesi-
mi yer alir. Tepe tzerinde denize hakim konumda bir
kilise, surlara ait duvarlar ile hamam oldugu distintlen
bir yapi, ilk tespitlerimizdir (Res. 5). Kilise, dogu-bati
yoniinde uzanan, dogusu yarim daire bicimli apsisli,
olasilikla ti¢ nefli bazilikal planlidir. Yapinin naosu,
duvarlarin ve nefleri ayiran kemerlerin yikintilari ile
dolmustur. Kuzeydogu kosede tonozlu bir mekanin,
duvarlarinin yaklasik 10 cm. kalinliginda pembe renkte
harcla kaplanmasi sarni¢ havuzu oldugunu dastindurdir.
Kilisenin gtineydogusundaki yamacta kemerli bir yapi,
olasilikla hamamdir.

Gazipasa-Mersin karayolunda, Kicik (Muzkent) Kéyii'n-
deki Nephelis antik kenti, dik yamaclarda, daginik
yapilar toplulugu biciminde kurulmustur. Muzluklar
arasindaki yapilar, 2004 yili calismalari kapsaminda ince-
lenememistir.

Alanya cevre yolunun kuzeyinde yola yaklasik 2 km.
mesafede Hacimehmetli Koyii'ndeki Hagios Georgios
Kilisesi / halk arasinda Hidrellez adiyla anilan yapi,

Res. 5 Bigkict Manastir / Fig. 5 The Bickici Monastery
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road passes through the site. In the part of the city
between the sea and the road there is a single nave
church with an apse in the east and a chapel with an
apse, reflecting the Byzantine Period in this city. In ad-
dition, other Byzantine civic structures were identified.

Past lotape on the Alanya-Gazipasa road, in the Halil
Limani area is a vaulted tomb on the lower side of the
road and a church on the upper side of the road. The
church is a basilica with an apse that is semi-circular
both on the interior and on the exterior (Fig. 4). Besides
the apse, the north wall of the structure also has sur-
vived to the present day. There is an inscription where
the apse wall joins the superstructure. The function and
dating of the squarish tomb will be examined during the
next season’s work.

Where the Bickici Creek flows into the sea on the
Alanya-Gazipasa road there is a promontory with the
two-storied and vaulted Bickici (Balik¢i) Tower. It is
plausible to suggest that this was a watchtower, as it has
a wide view out over the sea and the modern highway.
On the hill behind the tower there is a Byzantine settle-
ment known as Bickici monastery. Amongst our first
identifications from this site are a church on top of the
hill and dominating the sea, the city walls and a struc-
ture understood to have been a bathhouse (Fig. 5). The
church is orientated in an east-west direction with a
semi-circular apse in the east and it is probably a three-
aisled basilica. The naos is filled with debris from the
walls and arches separating the aisles. A vaulted room
in the northeast corner has walls covered with a 10 cm
thick pink plaster, suggesting its function as a cistern
tank. The arched structure on the slope to the southeast
of the church was possibly a bathhouse.

The ancient city of Nephelis in the Kicik (Muzkent) vil-
lage on the Gazipasa-Mersin road comprises scattered
groups of buildings on steep slopes. The structures with-
in the banana plantations could not be examined in
2004.

The Hagios Georgios Church, known locally as Hidrel-
lez, is located in the village of Hacimehmetli, 2 km north
of the Alanya highway by-pass. This is a Greek Ortho-
dox church, dating to 1873 from to its inscription. This
single nave church has a small apse in the east, also
visible on the exterior. To the west of the naos is the
women’s gallery accessed via a stairway from the exte-
rior of the church. The timber ceiling of the church and
the woodwork of the women’s gallery embody the char-
acter of late 19" century Ottoman art. On the upper
slopes of the hill, where the church is situated, there is
a water source reached by an original stepped path and
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1873 tarihli yapim yaziti ile giinimize gelmis bir Rum
kilisesidir. Tek nefli bazilikal planli yapinin dogusunda
kiguk bir apsis distan da izlenebilmektedir. Naosun
batisinda, disaridan merdivenlerle c¢ikilan ikinci kat,
gynekaion kadinlar bolumudir. Kilisenin ahsap tavani
ve gynekaion’un ahsap isciligi 19. yy. gec Osmanli
Donemi sanat dzelliklerini yansitir. Kilisenin yer aldigi
tepenin yukari yamacinda, dénemine ait 6zgiin basa-
maklarla cikilan yol, bir su kaynagina ulasmaktadir. On
cephesinde bir aziz kabartmasi ile ha¢ bezemeli levha-
nin yer aldigi cesme, kaynagin kutsalligina da isaret eder.

Alanya ve cevresinde belirledigimiz yapilarin ¢cogun-
lugu, Alanya Miizesi Midurltgi’nce tescil edilmis olup,
plan ve roleve cizimleri yapilmamis, islev ve tarihlendir-
meye yonelik veriler heniiz incelenmemistir. Yizey
arastirmamiz, ontimuzdeki sezondan itibaren, belirle-
nen yapilari belgeleme ve degerlendirme ¢alismalari ile
stirdurilecektir.

Alanya Mizesi Mudurltgiu’ne ve Bakanlik temsilcisi
Miize Uzmani, Sanat Tarihcisi Sayin B. Taymaz’a yardim-
lari ve katkilarindan dolayi tesekkirlerimi sunarim.
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this fountain is decorated with a plaque with a cross
motif and the figure of a saint in relief, a further indica-
tion of the sacredness of this water source.

Most of the structures we have identified in and around
Alanya have been registered by the Alanya Museum;
however, their plans and measured drawings have not
been prepared, and the evidence regarding their func-
tions and dates has not as yet been studied. Our surveys
will continue the next season with the documentation
and evaluation of the structures that have been identi-
fied to date.

I would like to forward my sincere thanks to the direct-
orate of Alanya Museum and art historian B. Taymaz,
museum curator and the state representative for their
help and contributions.





